
 
 
 

November 18, 2014 
 
 
Honorable Thomas R. Bice, Superintendent 
Alabama State Department of Education 
P.O. Box 302101  
Montgomery, AL 36130-2101 
 
 RE:  Gardendale Board of Education / Jefferson County Board of Education 
         Joint Petition for Adjudication of Disputed Separation Issues 
 
Dear Dr. Bice: 
 
 As you know, the City of Gardendale has appointed a board of education with a 
view toward initiating operations as an independent municipal school district on July 1, 
2015.  Representatives of the Gardendale and Jefferson County Boards of Education have 
commenced formal negotiations with regard to Gardendale's impending separation from 
the county system.  Based on initial discussions and exchanges of written proposals, the 
Boards have identified three principal issues (set forth below) as to which agreement 
appears to be unattainable.   
 
1. Provision of Equivalent Facilities 
 
 The Jefferson County Board of Education has requested payment of $33,187,500 
from the Gardendale Board of Education in order to provide equivalent facilities for 
students residing in areas that have heretofore been included within the Gardendale 
Schools' attendance zones, but that are not within Gardendale city limits. The Gardendale 
Board declined to make any payment to the Board but has proposed a 12-year transitional 
attendance plan that would allow all students now attending schools in Gardendale to 
continue attending Gardendale school through graduation. 
 
2. Provision of Services to Gardendale Residents attending the William E. Burkett 
Multi-Handicapped Center 
  
 The Gardendale Board of Education has requested that students attending the 
William E. Burkett Multi-Handicapped Center ("the Burkett Center") be allowed to 
remain as that school until their eligibility for services expires under federal law, and that 
tuition for such students be paid by the Gardendale Board.  The Jefferson County Board 
proposes that the Gardendale Board assume responsibility for its residents who attend the 
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Burkett Center effective with the transfer of operational control of school facilities, with 
transitional support to be offered by the County Board. 
  
3. September Payroll 
 
 The Jefferson County Board has proposed that the Gardendale Board assume all 
payroll obligations for Gardendale Board employees incurred on or after the transfer date 
(July 1, 2015).  The Gardendale Board has proposed that the County Board assign funds 
allocated to the County Board from the Foundation Program in an amount equal to all 
salaries and benefits of state earned and federal employees assigned to Gardendale 
Schools as of the transfer date for the balance of the current fiscal year (i.e., through 
September of 2015). 
 

________________ 
   

 The parties acknowledge your statutory authority to "explain the true intent and 
meaning of the school laws (ALA. CODE §16-4-4)," to "decide … all controversies and 
disputes regarding the proper administration of the public school system" (ALA. CODE 
§16-4-4), and to enter binding determinations regarding "matters seriously affecting the 
educational interest" (ALA. CODE §16-4-8).  The parties request that you exercise that 
authority to resolve the issues described above.  The parties look forward to presenting 
their positions on these important matters to you and will await your direction regarding 
the process for doing so. 
 
 Thank you for your assistance.  Please let us know what additional information, if 
any, would facilitate your review. 
 
     Respectfully, 
 
 
     JEFFERSON COUNTY BOARD OF EDUCATION 
  
 /s/ Carl Johnson 
 /s/ Whit Colvin 
 Counsel for Jefferson County Board of Education 
 
   
 
 GARDENDALE CITY BOARD OF EDUCATION 
 
     /s/ Donald B. Sweeney 
     /s/ Alan K. Zeigler 
     Counsel for Gardendale City Board of Education 
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