the stale and local boardas of vducalion; te develup an wssistunee program for Indi-
vilual sludenls who are scoring one ur mure gosde levels below e national nuong
ta asslat schools that have a nugority of stadenls ~cesing e o e grade levels
Lelow the oational morm, twoestabdish o progesm of sell-help and state intervention;
Lo provide for sohool safily and discipline sccountability; te azcist loeal bonrds of
wduestion wha have a majority of their schoola in which a majorily of their students
are st ing at one grade loved or more below the national noains; ta pravide for state
intwrvention of a school or a lweal board of sducation based on bolow gyeeage stu-
dent awhicvement or linancial in-Lability; to provide for flnuncial scconntability in
allucation of Munds to schooly, Lo reguire heal budgeta and Groaneial ~tatements that
arg (gt centered, program and fund hosed; 1o provide for a method of intervention
ad a method of release fome stiste intervenston, W proyule for participalion in the
fonndation progranm funding and Lo estdtish pequirements for partwipation in the
fimndation program; to reguine acconantability vepogts o e public, Ly estahilish cer-
Lein reguirements for Ve devilopment of school budgets and to provide that ~chaol
loentions shall be budgeted and vxpn nded at the cTaaaroom lovel; to reatrict the
i ol Funds allugated for salirics; to vequire the Btate Superints addent of Edv ation
o levelop a plan b reduce e paperwork regquired e he completed by adanom
 whers; and to repeal cectain aections of the Code of Alabama 1975,

Te It Knacted by the Legistature of Alahama;
Section 1, STIHNDENT ACHIEVEMENT.

The Legislature finds that the people of Alabama desire two
“iagie things from their public schools: (1) ]"igh fxchmvement for
Adents (2) a gafe and orderly cnvironment in W'}"?h to lﬁ‘ﬂ_m- The
" agislature encourages the State Board of Education (o ausist local
“aards of education in the development of a strong disciphinary
Lliey and direeta the State Board of Fducation to }iv\"?]ﬂp a pro-

am to closely monitor student achievement. The State Board of
*tiuecatiom shall require implementation of a nationally normed
ot to Assist in the asscsament of 2tudent achievement in grades
*roe through eleven by uzing such inztruments as the Stanford
“.hievement Test, the California Achievement Test or other
vionolly normed lests and shall further regquire such other Lests
A assessments as it may decmn aveessary, There ig no logialativa
ent to inlerfere with the provisions of Section 16.3-18.3 of the
e of Alabama 1975, und it is the intent of the Togicluture that
o developmant of Lhe total assessment progeam fur ~tudent per-
o nance, exclugive of the requirements of stadent pierformance
~owein, ahall be the Runetion of the State Poard of Fducation, The
*ite Board of Education is instructed to develop courses of study
» wrovide Alabama students with the content and information to
nter the v_vm‘kﬁn-ue, Lo compete nationally and internationally
with other stude'nts, and/or to suceesafully compeie at the postsee-
ndary level. ‘Thig shall include Lhe content necessary Lo succcag-
“illy achieve on natiomally normed teats nnd he )
Y : y normo f any other tests that
1y be required by the State Board of Education,

Seetion 2. CORE CURRICULIUM.
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1 yrades

Every Alabama student must be given instriction
nter Lhe

" kindergarten through twelve to prepars him or her to
L condary

world of work and/or to complete course work at the pos
level. Tn addition to a comprehensive core curriculum of g:ademics
ench local board of education shall offer a progrram of

vocational/technieal aducation.

ta) The following words and phrases used in this s
in the absence of a clear implication otherwise, be given
ing respective interpretations:

(1) “Required courses™ meansg courses which are req
taken by cvery student enrolled in public achools in t
Alabama.

(2 “Bloctive courses™ means coursas which ara neith
d ta be taken by any student corolled

on shall,
e follow-

red] Lo be

state of

imsndsn-
tory nor require n public
schouls in the state of Alabama.

(b) The legislature finds that students must become mgre liter-
ate in the basic skills nceded to carn a living or to contifue their
education. The legislature further finds that the English [inguage
ia a common bond that holds our society together. It 1s rgreessary

adopt curriculum pg'icies to

that the State Board of Education
a command of tha sgj'{en and

ensure that Alabama students have 1
he legislature further fin that in

written English language. T

Alabama schools, students earning a standard high schoall Hploma

are only requircd to earn {wo credits of mathematics affer they
io graduation, The legislatu further

enter the ninth grade prior
finds that special attention must be given to the Alabamd# courses
of study. The State Board of Education shall establish a gigorous

and meaningful core curriculnm inchiding but not limitefl to the
following courses for grades nine through twelve in publig schools
to be phased in beginning with students entering ninth grade in
the 1996-97 scholastic year:

(1) Four years (cquivalent of four credit units) of Englishy;

(2} Four years (equivalent of four credit units) of mathgnatics,
including but not limited to material designed to ensure §hat no
high school student fails to learn basic mathematical skijls and

computer literacy:
(3) Four years (equivalent of four credit units) of scien

(4) F g i
with ;;n :;ll;});;i:]l; (eq#:‘valent of fgur eredit units) of social Ytudies
raphe umnun;i on mtory_, music history, fine arte histo .
includ’e ronom cls and political scianeo. Higtory cou
Constitulion ?m?::molr; t:he hiitory Shhe United Smw;ﬁ
Jopbsution of ¢ :I"Iltﬂd States, "The: Togialialare furlher i
wlum vontent of American histary shall incl géng-'r{g
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;aching of important historical documaenta including the
© anetitution of the United States, The Declaration of
" dependence, The Emancipation I'roclamation, The Fedﬁrahst
" apers, and other such documents important to the history and

rituyge of the TInited States,

(@) It is the intent of the legislature thal_-;--ﬁdit_ for !'(!quixjed
.sic core academie courses may be carned in conjunction with
\ational courses and/or programs. It is the intent of the tegisla-
vo that laeal hoards of education ofTer and =«hedule <tudonts into
cabiomal programs.

is the intent of the legistature that, in nd'dit_ian to the
luff?eétc:;n:-sm, cloctive coursez including but not hnn'_.(_.-d PO. for-
7 languanges, fine arts, physical cducation, weltness education,
ruliomal and tochnical preparation, be a:.'allable to all stu_duxt,i
. dotermined by the local bouard of edueation. Nut_hmg n t‘h1% t ‘;,
all be constried Lo diminish (he current rcqun‘uma;lnt;.hﬂ t pin
e Tward of Education with respect to _Healt‘r} Elr'lt1 ‘ *ﬁ_ys:;czf
Iyeation instruchion in grades K-12 or to rc*.d:l;_w tl‘{bvhltﬁcand
“iion 16-40-1, Code of Alabama, 1978, rogarding Hea
'1:,':-3ic.n] Educalion.

(¢) The State Doard of Education shall adopt nucc.'ﬁ:;iur{hglil!:-
” l;mce;iures, rules, rupgulations and standards to require :

{1) The required umlu-gna aot f:i;rth np\éhtxﬁij::f;;:nt \:11:‘111\:-1‘: 3:_: ;illfﬁr;
ent enrolled in grades me 4 ¢ '
hools to bedp-]msed in hoginning with students ente 1.{1311;2?! ;:: ;llt'.:}

. 1o the 1006.97 scholastic year. The State Superinte at of

Jjﬁ'ztd‘i in ;[‘Ler a hearing in which he of she dtrtg:-numfa t.f e

P-d']'l::.dt'l?gr tcautuu may grant a gne-lime delay of one yud‘r or g

1}114051] J:-:_vﬁ.tcm [rvm implcmﬂntutinn of any one of the require

cpITACH,

y every stu

(2) The required ecourses set Torth in this section must he suc-
- couslully paszsed by a student enrolled in grades nine through
“wwalve of public schools prior to such student’s graduation or
~ receipt of a diploma, phased in boginning with students entering
© the ninth grade in the 1996-97 scholastie year: provided, howaever,
- students identified as eligible for special education services as pro-
~ vided by federal and state law shall be required to meet the provi-
- wions set forth in the individual education plan prescribed to meet
" their individual needs as required by Iaw. The State Board of
. Education shall continue to sct graduation requirements; however,
" gnch graduation requirements shall not provide less in the way of
- reguirements in the areas of Fnglish, math, science, and social

atudiea as provided in thia act.




teaching of important historical decuments including the
donatitutian ot the United Stutes, The Declaration of
thfepcndcrf‘l]ce,hThe Emuncipation Proclamation, The Federalist
ANErs. and othar mnh Anseessat, toportant by or
eritage of the Unitod Statea, o v e istory and

(el Tt is the intent of the logial i i

_ te gialature that credit for required
basic core ncademic courses may be earncd in cnnjunct,im? ::.rllth
:(ruiiij}?rl?i cml: r;'.cs: End/f('w programs. It iy the intent of the legisla-
ure that local boards of education offer ] i
vocationsl e Doard and schedule students inio

{d) Tt i3 the intent of the legislature that, in addition to the
required courges, cloctive courses including but not limited to lur-
oign lunguages, fine arts, physical education, wellness education,
vocational and technical preparation, be available to all stidents
ag determined by the local board of edueation. Nothing in thig Act
shall be construed to diminigh the ¢urrent requirements of Lthe
State Board of Kducation with reaspect to Tlealth and Physical
Education instruction in grades K-12 or to reduce the effyct of
Section 16-40-1, Code of Alabama, 1876, regarding Health and

[hysical Education.

(e} The State Board of Eduration shall adopt necessary poli-
ciem, procedures, rules, regulations and standards to require that:

(1) The required courses gat forth in this seetion must be taken
by every student enrolled in grudes nine through iwelve of public
schouls Lo be phased in boginning with atudents entering the ninth
grade in the 1996-97 scholastic year. The State Superintendent of
Education afler a hearing in which he or the determines there
exists jusl cause may grant a one-time delay of one year for a
school system from implementation of any one of the required
COUaRH,

(2} The required courses set forth in this section must be sue-
cessfully passed by a student onrolled in grades nine Lhrough
twelve of public schools prior to such student's graduation or
receipt of a diploma, phased in beginning with atudents entering
the ninth grade in the 1998-97 scholastic year; provided, however,
students identified as oligible for special education services aa pro-
vided by federal and state law shall be required to meet the provi-
sions set forth in the individual education plan prescribed to meet
their individual needs as reguired by law. The State Boared of
Hdueation shall continue to sel gradualion requirements: however,
such graduation requirements shall not provide less in the way of
requirements in the areas of Fnglish, math, scicnce, and secial

studies as provided in this act,




T

o4

(3) In addition to the required courses a number of glective
courses must be successfully passed by a student vn
gradea nine through twelve of publiec schools priar to s
dent’s graduation or receipt of a diploma, phased in beginn
students entering the ninth grade in the 1996-97 zcholas
The State Board of Education shall determine the num
classification of unita of credit required for high achool gra

(f) The State Board of Education, on the recommend
the State Superintendent of Education, shall preacribe t
mum contents of courses of study for all public elemen
high schools in the state. In every clementary school there
taught at least reading including phonics, apelling, hand
arithmetic, oral and written English, geography, histo
United States and Alabama, clementary science, hygiene
tation, physical education, the arts, including musical an
arts, environmental protection, and such other studics ag
prescribed by the local board of education. Moreover, t
Board of Education shall require the following courses for
one throuyh eight in all public schools to be phased in befinning
with studetts enfering grades one through eight in the 195 Qg;
scholastie year: Fnglis 1al sludi i O

¢ vear: Knglish, social studics, mathematios and Licnes
shall be taught each year in grades one th rough eight. Bnglish
ghall include, but not he limited lo, material designed to develop
lnpguage arts, such as reading, writing, speaking and ligiening
skille. Social studies shall emphasize geography and history of the
United States and Alabama

(g) The State Board of Education shall sdopt necess
cied, procedures, rules, rapmlations andlor standards tu reqg
lege And university departments of education to review the;
ing edueational programs for all prospective teachcrs in g
ensure that they are praperly prepared to teach the ¢
required hy law,

(h) The State Board of Education and all Incal hoar
devolop and implement within ninety (90) days of the e
date of this Acl a comprehensive character education pro
all grudes to consist of not less than ten minutes instruce
day focusing upon the students’ developmaent of the followi
acter traite: courage, patriotism, citizenship, honesty, fa
respect for oihers, kindness, cooperation, sellf-respect, self
conrtesy, compaggion, toleranes, diligenca, genarodity, pung
cleanliness, cheerfulness, school pride, respect for the e
ment, palience, creativity, sportamanship, loyalty, and
ance. Each plan of instruction shall include the PI
Allegiance to the American Flag,

¢ poli-
re col-
exist-
der ta
urses

shall
seliva
m for
I per
“char-
rness,
mkxrol,



625

{i) The State Board of Rducation shall adopt necessary policies,
procedures, rules, regulations, and/or standards to ensure quality
vocatinnal/technical education programs.

Section 3. ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS.

() Student Strategy - The superintendent of tha local board of
education along with the staff of each school shall develup an
assistance program at cach school for at-risk students pe.rforrnn'_lg
bolow the standards set hy the State Board of Education, said
standards including the results of the normed reference testing
program willi emphasis on studeats who are found te be at one or
nore yrade levels below the national norm. The local board of edu-
catinn shall budget at least $100 per student so identified to he
expenided on tutorial assistance programs including but not lim-
ited to after school, Saturday schoeol, and/or summer school. These
funds may be budgoted from state or federal funds. However, fed-
eral funds already budgeted for at-risk students may not be
countod toward the minimum $100 requireament set aside to be

expended for at rick vtudents as defined in this act. [n addition,
these funds may be expended for any of the ollowing purposes;

1. Programs to encourage at-risk five-year olds to attend an
approved preschool program.

2, Programas to identify at-risk students in the firat grade.
3. Programs to ensure strict enforcement of truancy laws.

4. Programs to create aliernative or disciplinary schools in
which children who consistently exhibit behaviors vr patterns of
hehaviors that interfere with the learning environment of other
students would be placed and would be provided counseling and
instruction in basic skills,

5. Programs to encourage parental involvement of parents of
at-risk children.

6. Programs to encourage literacy of parents of at-risk
children.

ih) School Siralegy - The State Board of Education shall
develop an assistance program for a school in need of asgistance. A
scheol in need of agsistance shall mean any school which has a
majority of its sludents scoring one or more grade levels below the
national norm on the state adopted achievement test. Local
superintendents and local boards of education will be expected to
make the effort and ecammit the resources necessary to improve
the instructional program for a school in nood of assistanea and
shall be required to budget funds earned by such school in the cost
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calenlations of the foundation program. Local superintendepts e:;:d
Tocal boards of education are encouraged Lo use assistance fom the
state department of educalion, colleges of education, acef diting
agencies and other sources. -

The State Board of Education’s plan for an assistance ppogram
must consist of the following components: !

(1) The faculty and staff of cach school in nced of nsdstance,
ghall engage in a selfistudy to examine the prohlem of low %‘hievn-!
ment within that school and shall develop steps which fpay be
Laken L iinprove sludent achicvement. Parents of sludents o such
schools shall be consulted as part of this self-study.

(2) If after two years student achievement has not imfroved,
the State Superintendent of Education shall degignate a @§-am of
practicing profeszsionals who will visit the schoal, condnct o study,
consult with parenta of studenta in the rehanl, nnd analyzebanses
of poor student achievement and make specific recommendations
which shall become a part of a school improvement plan for the
succeeding year, i

(1) As a final step, when ingufficient or ng improvemont as
determined by the State Board of Education is evident frgm the
implementation of steps one and two abuve, LhelStlale
Superintendent of Education is required to intervene §nd to
appoint a person or persons to run the day-to-day operatioff of the
school, Tn considering intervention, the Stute Board of Eddeation
ghall conzider factors which may have affected the nationad norm
test score, such factors shall include drop-out rates, atteffdance
rates, special education enrollment, and any other data nedessary
to properly intcrpret student achievement in cach school.

{c) School System Strategy - The State Board of Edg:ation
shall develop an assistance program for a local hoard of edeativn
identified as being in need of assistance. A local board of ed§cation
in need of agsistance shall mean any local hoard of edd-ation
which has a majority of its schools or a majority of the studnts in
# system in which the students are scoring one or more grigle lov-
cls below the national nerm. ' !

Thg St_.ate Board of Education shall require a local h:ard uf
education in a nced of assistance to do the foltowing:

{1) The loral beard of education and the loeal supcrinf:ndent,
with input from other administrators, teuchers, staff, padnts of
studenta in the school, and the local community shall enpgdize in a
self-study to examine the problem of low achievement within the
system and to develop steps which may be taken to ifiprove
sludent achievemaent. '
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(2) If after two ycars student achievement has not improved
the State Superintendent shall develop a system-wide school
improvement plan in consultation with leachers, parents of stu-
dents in the school, und the local community. This school improve-
ment plan shall become a part of the local board of edueation’s pro-
wram and finauvial operations for the succeeding year.

{3) If after Lhe implementation of the school improvement plan
student achievement hus not sufficiently improved, relative to its
previous ycar's performance, the State Board of Education shall
require Lthe State Superintondent of Education to intervene and
assune the direct management and day-to-day operation of the
loeal hoard of education for such period of time as may be neces-
sary for student achievement to improve, In considering interven-
tion, the State Board of Education shall congider factors which
may have affected the national norm test score, such factors shall
include drop-out rates, attendance rates, special education enroll-
ment, and any other data necessary to properly interpret student
achievement in cach system,
slature to make it clear to the

State Board of Fducation that intervention is not to occur when a
achool or schaul system scores bolow the national average.
[ntervention by the State Buurd of Education ig to deeur only after
{he three-year period provided in this act during which a school or
school system fails to show improvement., 50 long as improvement
ia being vhown, the Hate Buard of Education shall not inleryens
but shall continue to encournge Lhe school Lo improve.

Gaction 4. FINANCTAL ACCOUNTABILITY,

(d) Tt ig the intent of the Legi

T suddition to providing guality instruction in dassrooma, all
local boareda of cduention must be fineally accountable, The local
Boala of education shall be poguired to pravide annimlty finnncial
dovurnents, including but not liwited to annual budgeta and finan-
cial statements which are cost center bused (svhool, area voca-
tional/technical center), program hased (regular cducation, special
educution, vocational education, ote), and funding souree based
(local, state and fedaral). Just as local boards of education mauy be
in nced of assistance baged on stadent achievement, they may also
he in an unsound fiscal condition. ‘The State Board of Education is
directed to reguire, approve and andit budgets, Mnancial state-
ments, and other reports which may be deemoed neecssary to
assesa the financial stabilily of each local board of education, If a
local board of education i8 determined to have submitted a fiscally
ungound budget, the state department of education will provide
assislance to complete and <ubmit a revized budget, If during the
amsistAnce in preparing i ruvised hudget the State superintendent
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of Education determincs that the lecal beard of cducatioh is m an
unseund fiscal pnsition, a person or persons will be apginted by
the State Superintendent of Education to advise the @iy-to-day
financial aperationa of the local buard of educalion, If afor a rea-
annahle period of Lime the State Superintendent of Bducation
determines that the lncal hoard of education is still in aff unsourd
fiscal condition, a request will be made to the State Roard of
Education for the direct control of the fiscal operation off the local
board of education. Upoan approval by the State Foard of
KEdueation, the State Superintendent of Education will af point an
individual to be chief financial officer to manage the fisgil opera-
tion of the local board of education. The chief financial offfcer shall
perform hig or her duties in accordance with rules and pe ulations
n

eatablished by the §t. . - :
| cable Alahgmu ]t;l‘ze Bgzr;igﬁsldgc;atﬁt; ;;n;l:or;curt th applis
j Superintendent of Education to serve ﬂr:l chi:—*?' ﬁn:;yr -'t'}l erStatie
i manage the fiseal aperation of a local board wl Ud,_‘,;l;,l_:’u ’J\fﬁ;’ ]!.:
required Lo give bond with a surely company authorized t4 do busi-
’ i ness in Alabama and shall not be required to receive aphroval of
‘ the local superintendent to expend monies as provided in! Scetions
165-8-43 and 168-11-8 of the Code of Alabama 1976. T a Stata
Superintendent of Education shall have tha authority 8 rovieww
§ deeisions of the chicf financial officer and the local board £f cducé-
Ltion pursuant to Section 16-4-8 of the Code of Alabama 1835,
1 Section 5. SCHOOL SAFETY AND DISCJPLINE
f‘% ACCOUNTABILITY. .
i1 In addition to providing quality instruction in classrgums a d
figeal soundness, all lucal boards of education ehall be acghuntabla
for compliance with statutes and regulations regardimyz school
safely and discipline. The State Depariment of Eduuq 'y shall
gend to all local hoards of education and all local supeni ,ender'lt.s
of education, on or before August 1 of vach year, a manuafcontain-
ing all acts of the Legislature and all regulations promulated by
the State Bourd of Education which pertain to school sffely and
diacipline. Within thirty (30) days of receipl of this man al, each
local hoard of education shall pruvide to the State Roard of
Fducation a report, in the form preacribe.d by tle State
Department of Education, describing its compliance w h theze
acts and regulations. If a local board of cducation is detorfrined by
the State Roard of Education to have failed to comply in ajiy mate-
rial respect with these acts and regulations, the State Degartment
of Education shall provide assistance to oblain compliano§. If after
one year, the State Doard of Education determines thin a local

board of education refuses or fails to come into complidice with
those acta and regulations, the State Superintendent of Eiucation
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«hall intervene in and assume the direct management and day-to-
day operation of the local board of cducation for such period of
time a3 the Stale Board of Education deems nocorssary to bring
that. laenl board of education into complinnee with these acts and

regulations,
Section 8. RKLEASE FROM INTERVENTION.

Management of a school or lacal board of education vccasioned
by state intervention based on student achievement or financial
instability shall continue until such time as either condition
improves to an acceptable level. The local board of education may
petiiion the State Board of Education for release from state inter-
venlion by showing acceplable limproveinent in achieveweal or
financial stability or other just cause for such refease. The State

Board of Education following a hearing shall have final determina-
tion nn the matter of rolease from state intervention.

Section 7. ACCOUNTABILITY REPORTS TQ THE PUBLIC,

{a) The lncal board of cducation shall prepare an annual
aceonntability report for cach school and area vocalional/technical
center under its jurisdiction, and for itself, to be provided to the
public under regulations promulgated by the State Board of
Education. Such accountability reportg shall include, but not be
limited to, all of the following:

(1) A Funding and Expenditure Repart which shall include
those documents specified in Section 4 and which shall include the
amonunt of foundation proyram funds or voeational/technical edu-
cation funds, or both, earned and of all funds expended and any
other data deemod necessary by the local board of education or the
State Board of Education to inform tha publie about the financial
atatua of cach school.

(2) A Student Achievement Report which shal! include & com-
parison of the immediately previous schoal year with the_ pp_avm;jls
five years regarding student performance on testing requir edt y
the 3tate Board of Kducation, dropaut rates, attendance ra as;i
graduation rates, college attendance, ar}d any other dataBda::e_?iler
necessary by the local hoard of education or tl}"nle? State E ?;:IEE‘I :h
fdueation to inform the publie about student achievemcen

school.

(3) A School Safety and Diseipline Report which ghall include

statistical information m:alﬂti r{;‘gttu 3“;?&13 ?‘gfggg?;j g;"tllﬂl?::l:]l
. and any nther data de d 1 5 / cal
f}la“?dsﬂ}gglucatiun o{' the State Board of Education tu inform
0

public about safety and discipline in aach school.
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(b) These reports shall be released te the media, pretented 10

parent organizations, members of the Legislalure who eproesent
rt, and the State Super, atendent

the schools coverad in each repo ‘ .
1 he made available to ghe public

of Educalion. These rcports shal
upon request on or hefore ninety (90) days after the end gf the fis-

cal year.
Section 8. PARTICIPATION IN FOUN DATION PROQGRAM.
2 in the

(a) In order for a local buard of education to particip
state foundation program c¢ertain conditions must be §et. Tha
teacher salary schedule of the Tucal board of education mpst be at
least ninety-five percent 19577} of the amount specified wyhin the
state salary matrix delincated by cell for the type of de;irc-a and

r. All funds allocated  a local

yeare of experience of rach teacher. ca
board of cdueation for teacher salaries must be spent for m!m‘m:&-

in the instructional program.

(b} [n order for a tocal board of ed
state vecativnaltevhnical education program cc
must be met. The teacher salary schednle of the local board of edit-
cation mhist be nt least 95 percent of the amount spoecilied wilhin
the state salary matrix adjusted for extended contracts def neated
by cell for the type of degree and years of experience f each
teacher. All funds allocated to a local hoard of educagon for
teacher salarics must be spent for salarieg in the instructiofal pro

gram.

ueation to participa@: in the
riain cofditions

{¢) Fach area vocatinnal center shall earn a principal ( ; rector)
d a

and shall continue to earn a counselor should it have regeive
counselor unit in 1994-95. Further, it ig the inten@ ol the
Legislature that area vocationul centors that are servirg
than one school system eontinue Lo do so. Each purticipatlf g local
hoard must assume a pro rata share of the cost of personfel and
operating cost of the varalional center. However, should :
board chooze in the future to withdraw from participatio]
area vocational center, such local board shall assume its pio rata
share of the cost of personnel and operating expenses occul)ing as
a result of its withdrawal. If no satisfaclory financial ng 4 craent
can be reached between that local board and other partidpating
loval boards, the State Superintendent shall conduct an wuiry
and shall render a deeision which shall be final and bgading,
Finally. as a result of hold harmless and federal requireignts of
maintonance of effort, no local board shall be permitted tg spend
fewer state dollara for vocationaltechnical education thad it did

during the 1994.95 school year,
Section 9, SALARY ALLOCATIONS.
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No funds shall be transferred by any board of education from
galary allocations to any other expenditure or for any other purpose.
Tn times of proration, salaries shall not be subject to proration.

Section 10, BUDNGET REQUIREMENTS FOR FOUNDA-
TION ANTY VOCATIONAL/ITECHNICAL KIUCATION PROGRAM.

(a) Foundation Program. Tt is the intent ol the legislature to
sce that funds allocated for classroom instructional support actu-
ally veach the classroom. To that end, the state department of cdu-
cation shall monitor the flow of funds appropriated for various
instructional purposes, Classroom instructional suppurt shall be
defired ag those funds appropriated for inastructional supplies,
likrary enhancement, textbooks, technology and profeasional
development. The legislature belicves that the ¢lassroom inslruc-
tional support funds have a direct impact upon the ahility of class-
room toachera to have the resources and assistance necessary to
assict them in the performance of their responsibilities. Srhaool
budgets for instructional supplics shall be developed within cach
school uaing the procedures outlined in Section 16-36-29.1 and as
is required by Act 95-121 of the 1995 Regular Session of the
Legislalure of Alabama relating to the adoption of school board
policies, It is the intent of the legislature that teachers shall have
direct input in the development of their school's budget for elass-
room instruclional support and in the expenditure of these funds.
The legislature realizes Lhat teachera and principals cannot be
held accountable unless they have the anthority to useé resources
provided them hy legislative appropriations. As each school's bud-
get i3 develuped, local boards of education shall ensure principals
and classroom teachers are given the oppertunity to participate in
Jecisions concerning tha appropriate use and expenditure of class-
room instructionnl support funda. Where the principal or the
teachers have not been granted the right to have direct input n
the development of their school's burlget or are restrained in the
expendilure of instructional supply funds, they may petition the
Gtate Superintendent of Rducation for relief pursuant to rules and
roegilations promulgated by the State Department of Education.
Because the legislature belicves classroom instructional support
funds to be critically important, the following conditiona will apply
Lo the budgeting process of sach local board of education;

(1) Classroom instructional materials and supplics must bo
budgeted for all teachers at the rate appropriated per teacher unit
by the legislature in the Foundation Program.

(2) Texthook funds must be budgeted for all students based on
the rate appropriated per gtudent by the legislature in the

foundation program.
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(3) Technology funds must be budgeted for ull teachert based
o their rale appropriated per teacher unit by the legisladure in
the foundation program,

(4) Professional development funds must be budygcted§ for all
teachers based on the rate approprialed per teacher unitfby the
legislature in the foundation program.

{5) Library enhancement funds must be budgeted for alf teach-
ers based on the rate appropriated per teacher unit by the Eyista-
ture in the foundation program. The library enhancementjippro-
priation shall be for K-12 Public School Library/Media Centd s and
ig an ahanlute appropriation. Expenditures may include Jrooks,
book binding, repair, CD Runs, computer software, coffputer
cquipment, cataloging, sudio-visual materials, newspapers, naga-
zines, recordings, and video tapes.

{6} In addition to classroom instruclivnal support, leavg (sick
and personal) must ba budgetsd for all teachers hased on thf num-
ber of days and the rate per day used by the legislature in cafrulat-
ing the cost in the foundation program.

(7) The principal of a local school in conaultation with the
teacher(a) so affected may request a waiver from subdivisi@ng (2)
through (5). The waivor shall be presented to the local supcfnten-
dent of education. Upon concurrcnce, the loeal superintend:nt of
education shall request a waiver from the Stale Superintendent of
Education, which application shall be doemed to be granted
atfirmatively rejected in writing by the State Supcrint
within 30 days of its receipt.

(b) Vorational/Technical Education Program, [t is the i
the legislature to see that funds allocated for classroom it
tional support actually reach the classroom. T'o that end, t
Department of Education shall mwniter the flow of funds ap;
ated for various instructional support which shall he defi
those fundas appropriated for instructional supplies, tex
technology, and professional development. The Logis
believes that the classroom instructional suppert funds
direct impact upon the ability of classroom teachers to h
resources and assistance necessary Lo assist them in the
mance of their respongihilities. School hudgets for clasgroom
ingtructional support shall be developed within each school uzing
the procedures outlined in Section 16-36-29.1 and as is requed by
Act 95-121 of the 1995 Regular Session. It is the intent af the
Legislature that teachers shall have direct input in the d§velop-
ment of their school’s budget for classroom instruclional s}.pport
and in the expenditure of these funds. The Tegislutura r@alizes
that teachers and principals cannot be held accountable inless
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they have the authorily Lo use resources provided them by legisla-
tivo appropriations. As each school’s budget i3 developed, local
hoards of edurcation shall cnsure classroom teachers are given the
opportunity te make devisiona concerning the appropriate use and
expenditures of elnsaroem instructional support funds. Where the
principnl or the teachers have nat been granted the right to have
dircet input in the development of their school’s budget or are
rostrained in the expenditure of classroom inslructional support
funds, they may petition the State Superintendent of Fducation
for relief pursnunt to rules and regulations promulgated by the
State Deparlment of Education. Because the Legislature belioves
clasgroom instructional support funds to be critically important,
the following conditions will apply to the budgeting process of cach
loeal board of education:

(1) Classroom instructional materials and supplies must be
hudgeted for all teachers at the rate appropriated per teacher unit
by the Legislature in the vocational/technical education program.

(2) Textbook funds must ha hudgeted for all students based un
the rate approprinted per student. by the Leyislature in the voca-

tional/technical education program.

(%) Professional development funds must be budgeted for all
teachers based on the rate appropriated per teacher nnit by the
TLegislature in the vocational/technical education program.

(4) Tn addition to classroom instructional support, leave (sick
and personal) must be budgeted for all teachcrs hased on the num-
ber of days and rate per doy ugad by the Logislature in caleulating
the eost in the vocational/technical education program.

(5) The principal of a local school in consullation with the
Leacher(s) sn affectod may request a waiver from subdivisions (2)
and (3), The waiver shall ba presented to the local superintendent
of education. Upon concurrence, the Toeal superintendent of educa-
tion shall request a waiver {rom the State Superintendent of
Education, which application shall be deemed to be granted unleas
alfirmatively rejecied in writing by the Stute Superintendent
within 30 days of its reccipt.

Section 11. TEACHER PAPERWORK REDUCTION PLAN.

The State Superintendent of Eduestion shall develop a plan to
he upproved by the State Roard of Education to reduce the paper-
wark which is required to be completed Ly the school system includ-
ing the clussroom teachera. ‘The goal shall be Lo reduce teacher
paperwork by at least fifly percent (50%) befure the heginning of the
1996-97 scholastic year. Further, the plan shall wark toward the
development of automatad student records in all schuols,
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Section 12, Thc provisions of this act are sevérableg If uny
part of this act is declared invalid ur unm}mtltutmnal, sucl deela-
ration shall not affect the part which remeains,

Section 13. All laws or parts of laws which conﬂi(:-t wilh this
act are hereby repealed and specifically Sections 16-3-1 16-3-
17.2, 16-3-18.2, 16-3-18.4 and 16-13—15‘0f the Code of Al bama
1975, are hereby repealed. Notwithstanding .the repeal “f,t 2 fore-
going sections, the State Board of Educalltmn shall revielv .-_ar}d
develop appropriate policies rogarding at-risk students, socthl pro-
mntion, and schonl accreditation,

Section 14. This act shall became effective immediately
upon ity passage and approval by the Governor or upon its sther-
wise becoming a law, and shall be implemented with the begnning
of the 1995-36 scholastic year, '

Approved July 7, 1995

Time: 10:20 A M.

Acl No. 95-314 H. 468 — Hepsa. McMillan, [Iooper, Thom
Knight (A), Hill, McKee, Jorge
Fuller, Dexn, Maull, Baker, Colgi

Dulbace, Pringle, Clouse, Pent
Gipson, Guin

AN ACT

Ta ssrnend Chapter 13 of Title 18 of the Code of Alabams 1975 and relad:d pro-
visionyg of the Code of Alahama 1W/6 (0 inplement & foundition progenm; op the
annuul funding of the public schaols of the stale W the extent necessary to Yravide
educational cppurtunitics according to the Constitution of Alahama for st dndonts
in every local achool distrivt, tv amend Sections 16-1- 18, 16-4-3, 16-8-78, 1R3I-76 1,
16-13-7, 16-13-10, 16-13-11, 16-13-12, 16-13-13, 18-13-31, 16-13-32, 18-13<18, 16-
13.47, 16-13-73, 16-13-78, 16-13-91, 16-13-121, 18-13-144, 16-13-145, 16- -3, 16-
36-3, 16-36-5, 16-36-6, 16-16-10, 16-96-12, 16-36-13, 16-36-15, 16-15-16, 18.16-17,
16-16-18, 16.36.23, 16 16 24, 18-2¢-25, 16-26-31, 16-36-32, 16-36-35, 18-288 18, 10~
36-39, 16-39-10, 18 39-11, 25-4.150, and 40-12-4 of the Code of Alahama 1 ‘5 and
1o ropeal Betivng 16-1.11, 18.1 161, 18.1.29, 16-3-15, 16 3-17.1, 16-3-117. , 16-)-
18.1, 16-3-18.4, IR 3 185, 16-3.36, 16-GA-17, 16-13-8, 18-13-18, 16-13-30, 16-19-34,
16-13-39, 18-13-34, 16-13.39, 15-14 40, 18 13.50, 18-13-51, 16-13-62, 18-13-¥2.1, 16-
13008, 165-13.54, 16-13-64, 16 11.56, 16-13.57, 1C-13-48, 18-13-59, 18-13-600 16-133-
61, 16-13-62. 16-13-63, 16-13 64, 1B-13-65, 168-14-1, 18 142, 16-14-3, 16-14.4, 18-
14-0, 16~ 1415, 16-14-7, 16-11-3, 18-11-9, 1§ 14-10, 16-14-11, 18-14.12 1 -14-13
10-11*[4: 16-14-15, 16-14-16, 16-14-17, 18 14 18, 16-14-19, 18-23-13.1, 16.2 17, 16:
26-4, 16-36-13, 16-39-7, and 21-1-20 of the Code of Alabama 1975,

Be It Knacted by the Legislature of Alubama:

Section 1. There is hereby established a fund for the ﬁmblic

schoola of the stale which shall be known as the foun Alion




