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Adam Bourne, Republican Candidate for State Board of Education District 1 
 
1.  Describe the qualifications and experiences you would bring to the State Board of Education and 
how your contributions would be an asset to the work of the Board. 
 
I have been a member of the Chickasaw City Council since 2008. In that role, I co-founded the Chickasaw 
City School System, which has now been in operation for several years. During that time, I have learned 
a great deal about the important role schools play in the community. I have also learned a lot about 
school funding in Alabama. Additionally, I am married to a public high school teacher who is also the 
coach of a robotics team. As such, I know about the hardships that teachers face in the modern 
classroom. 
 
2.  As a State Board of Education member, what would you do to improve the academic preparation 
of students as well as their transition to higher education or other post-high-school training? 
 
A State Board member should advocate for adequate funding for public education in Alabama. All the 
high standards in the word do no good at all without the resources to implement them. Alabama is now 
49th in education funding, and the Education Trust Fund has been cut by 17% since 2008. The ETF 
cannot sustain additional cuts. Any growth revenue should be used to pay teachers properly and to 
reduce class sizes. We will not be able to help children transition successfully into college without great 
teachers and reasonably small class sizes. 
 
3. Please state two or three key goals you want the State Board of Education to accomplish during 
your term of office. 
 
If elected to the State Board of Education, I plan to propose budgets to the legislature that would 
compensate teachers like the professionals that they are. I also want to see more state support for 
competitive learning programs, such as debate and robotics. Such programs have been proven to 
change lives, and it is a travesty that there is virtually no state support for those initiatives. Bake sales 
can only go so far, after all. 
 
4. Do you believe Alabama’s current system for funding public education provides adequate support 
to schools across Alabama? Please explain your position. 
 
Funding for Alabama schools is not adequate. Throughout the state, children are having to share 
textbooks in classrooms with far too many students. Thankfully, it appears that revenue is increasing 
due to economic growth. Those additional funds do not constitute a "surplus." They should be 
reinvested in our schools and not taken for general fund purposes. The Education Trust Fund should 
remain in place and should not be combined in any way with the general fund. 
 
5. Do you believe school choice, including public charter schools and tax credit scholarships, improves 
the education of children in your district? Please explain your position. 
 
I am very involved in my community, and I talk with parents each and every day. I have not heard one 
person tell me about benefiting from a tax credit scholarship. If we fully fund public schools in Alabama 
and somehow have money left over, then I'd be glad to talk about charter schools. Until that time, it 
makes no sense to divert scarce public resources to charter schools. 
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6. Do you believe student performance on annual standardized tests is a fair criterion to assess 
teacher effectiveness? Please explain your position.  
 
I do not believe standardized tests measure teacher performance accurately. There are simply too many 
other factors to consider, including the quality and quantity of parental involvement. Additionally, older 
students know that the tests have no impact on their grades or college admissions. As such, many 
students are likely to put very little effort into performing well on those tests. We are spending too 
much time and money testing students. We need to throttle back a bit on high stakes testing. 
 
7. Do you believe Alabama’s public schools, and the people working in schools, are doing enough in 
our schools to protect and improve the lives of our most vulnerable children, including those at risk 
due to family poverty and students with disabilities? Please explain your position. 
 
Teachers are very aware of the challenges many of their students face on the homefront. Many students 
go to school hungry and unprepared to learn. Many school systems have innovative programs utilizing 
school nurses and social workers, but funding for those programs is hard to come by. Schools must play 
a greater role in identifying and solving hunger and other problems children face as a result of poverty, 
and the state needs to come up with the funding to make that happen. 
 
8.  Do you believe the legislature or the state board of education should take the lead in proposing 
major reform initiatives for public education? Please explain your position. 
  
The State Board of Education should take the lead in formulating education policy. However, we must 
have a more bottom up approach to setting education policy in Alabama. Parents and frontline teachers 
throughout the state need to be given a greater role in setting education policy. Far too many policies in 
recent years have come from out of state organizations and the federal government. If we want the 
public to support education in Alabama, then we must give the public a greater voice in setting 
education policy. 
 
9. How can you, as a state board of education member, positively impact the national view of 
Alabama’s K-12 educational system?  
 
If elected, I will be a very active and vocal State Board of Education member. I will work to identify 
problems, but I will also highlight the many successes that take place in Alabama's classrooms each and 
every day. Public schools routinely change lives for the better, and we need to do a better job of 
explaining that to a skeptical audience across the nation. 


