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Carl Myrick, Republican Candidate for State Board of Education District 1 
 
1. Describe the qualifications and experiences you would bring to the State Board of Education 
and how your contributions would be an asset to the work of the Board. 
  
As a former teacher and the son of two retired educators, I bring a wealth of education 
experience and training to the table. I have a background in technology and can use that 
knowledge base to make informed decisions as we implement more technology into the 
classroom setting. I also have the most recent educational training and classroom experience of 
any of the candidates which is an asset for crafting policies that enhance the classroom setting 
rather than burden teachers with paperwork and ineffective strategies. 
 
2. As a State Board of Education member, what would you do to improve the academic 
preparation of students as well as their transition to higher education or other post-high 
school training?  
 
I would like to see high school teachers collaborate with college professors periodically to 
ensure that the methods of instruction and techniques align with what higher education is 
teaching. Collaboration of this nature happens between elementary and middle schools as well 
as middle and high schools. We need curriculum alignment from Kindergarten all the way to 
college and vocational schools, as well as the formation of committees to help formulate K-12 
standards and goals. I also support the expansion of the career tech programs through 
partnerships with local businesses that will help provide equipment and training to prepare 
students to immediately enter the workforce upon graduation. 
 
3. Please state two or three key goals you want the State Board of Education to accomplish 
during your term of office. 
 

• Better, more relevant professional development for teachers. 
• Repeal Common Core and create a group consisting of committed stakeholders 

throughout the state to help formulate new standards and goals for our students. 
• To help the State of Alabama become a leader in education rather than a follower.  

 
4. Do you believe Alabama’s current system for funding public education provides adequate 
support to schools across Alabama? Please explain your position.  
 
The current system is flawed in many different ways. Whether it is diverting funds for new start 
up schools (How were previous schools able to start up without this funding?) or charter schools 
(that are merely pseudo private schools), it is wrong to take money away from the public 
schools and give it to schools that have the ability to deny students access and also create their 
own streams of revenue.  
 
5. Do you believe school choice, including public charter schools and tax credit scholarships, 
improves the education of children in your district? Please explain your position.  
 
I do not support school choice, nor do I believe that it improves education at all. It is very costly 
to build new charter schools where the money would simply be better utilized by improving the 
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existing schools. Not all of the students will be able to take advantage of these options leaving 
many students trapped in failing schools that need to be fixed rather than circumvented. I also 
do not believe that paying tax payer money for students to go to private schools (that are NOT 
required to have certified teachers, cafeterias, special education programs, busses and other 
costly programs that are required to be provided by public education) reflects good stewardship 
of tax payer funds. 
 
6. Do you believe student performance on annual standardized tests is a fair criterion to 
assess teacher effectiveness? Please explain your position.  
 
I do not believe student performance on standardized tests should be considered as a basis for 
assessing teacher effectiveness. Why do we consistently ask teachers to differentiate instruction 
methods but then assess them based on a standardized test? Many students do not take these 
tests seriously and others can have a bad day or experience something unusual in their life that 
completely distracts them from the test or school in general. There needs to be several factors 
that are considered when determining the effectiveness of a teacher and the results of 
standardized tests should not be one of them. 
 
7. Do you believe Alabama’s public schools, and the people working in schools, are doing 
enough in our schools to protect and improve the lives of our most vulnerable children, 
including those at risk due to family poverty and students with disabilities? Please explain 
your position.  
 
Our teachers are doing the best job they can, given the tools and funding readily available to 
them and their classrooms. Charter schools and voucher programs overlook these students and 
propagate generational poverty by diverting desperately needed funds to another avenue that 
does not include these high risk students. These are the children that truly suffer when 
legislators divert money from the public schools to other areas. 
 
8. Do you believe the legislature or the state board of education should take the lead in 
proposing major reform initiatives for public education? Please explain your position.  
 
I believe the state board of education should handle any reform initiatives. The legislature has 
enough to worry about outside of education and these ideas should be deferred to the 
professionals. If we are going to listen to anyone outside of the state board of education, it 
should be groups of stakeholders that are committed to education. 
 
9. How can you, as a state board of education member, positively impact the national view of 
Alabama’s K-12 educational system? 
 
By understanding the difficulties that teachers face on a daily basis and working towards 
eliminating problems caused by policies created by politicians with little to no educational 
training. I will also work to improve teacher training and support to ensure we are hiring the 
best professionals available to help lead us into the 21st century of education. By taking the 
steps necessary to be a leader, it will show the State of Alabama in a positive light across the 
nation. 


