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Justin Barkley, Republican Candidate for State Board of Education District 3 
1. Describe the qualifications and experiences you would bring to the State Board of Education and 
how your contributions would be an asset to the work of the Board. 
 
First, as a parent of children in public schools, I bring a first-person, on the ground perspective, as well as 
a strong personal interest in improving public education. As a business executive at a healthcare 
company that employs 300 people, I can work with employers to ensure our schools are adequately 
preparing students for 21st century careers. As an attorney, I will bring experience and knowledge to the 
table as the Board implements and changes regulations, especially those relating to the new Every 
Student Succeeds Act (ESSA), with the goal of maximizing local control and flexibility. Finally, as the son-
in-law of a teacher in Jefferson County, I know I will always get the unvarnished perspective of a 
classroom teacher. 

 
2. As a State Board of Education member, what would you do to improve the academic preparation of 
students as well as their transition to higher education or other post-high-school training? 
 
We have an 89% graduation rate, but not all those graduates are ready to go to college without 
remedial classes, or to enter the workforce without additional training. So, the next great challenge for 
the Board and the Department of Education is to take the students that are staying in school and getting 
a diploma, and making sure that they are learning what they need to make that diploma have real value.  
That is, we have to make it so that an Alabama high school diploma truly certifies that a graduate is 
ready to work or go to college. That involves having rigorous standards, strong accountability, and lots of 
flexibility for local systems. It also involves supporting teachers as professionals, and encouraging our 
teachers to go above-and-beyond, to collaborate on best practices, and to reach every student as an 
individual. 

3. Please state two or three key goals you want the State Board of Education to accomplish during 
your term of office. 
 
Some key goals I would like to see implemented would be: (1) expand and improve career tech and 
vocational training programs to provide paths to high-earning jobs for our students who may not be 
immediately college-bound; (2) raise teacher compensation to at least be on par with the inflation-
adjusted buying power of a 2008 teacher salary; and (3) work with the legislature to “unearmark” funds 
so that local systems have more flexibility in how to spend dollars on the needs they see at the local 
level. 

 
4. Do you believe Alabama’s current system for funding public education provides adequate support 
to schools across Alabama? Please explain your position. 
 
No. There are some schools that have fantastic resources – technology, transportation, low class sizes, 
additional staff like coaches and counselors – and other that struggle to meet the basics. If you talk to 
parents in systems that are considered “haves”, they will still tell you that education funding is an issue 
in some areas. Of course, funding isn’t everything, and there are plenty of examples of schools and 
systems with high per pupil expenditures that still fail to adequately educate their students. On the 
Board, I will oppose efforts to move more money from education to meet the needs of the General 
Fund. 
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5. Do you believe school choice, including public charter schools and tax credit scholarships, improves 
the education of children in your district? Please explain your position. 
 
I do believe school choice has a role to play in improving public education. From a personal perspective, 
my parents didn’t go to college, and when they moved our family to the Birmingham area, we lived in an 
apartment in Hoover so we could be in a good school system, so my sister and I could have the 
opportunities they did not have. So, I don’t want families to have to make the choice my parents did 
between good schools and neighborhoods they can afford. 

 
6. Do you believe student performance on annual standardized tests is a fair criterion to assess 
teacher effectiveness? Please explain your position.  
 
I believe that standardized test results are a criterion that should be used to assess teacher 
performance, but should not be the only criterion, and that when they are used, they should be used 
with the full knowledge of all the appropriate caveats concerning the correlations between certain 
demographic and socio-economic categories and test performance. No data point should be ignored, 
but every data point should be fairly evaluated based on its limitations, so that it does not have undue 
influence. 

 
7. Do you believe Alabama’s public schools, and the people working in schools, are doing enough in 
our schools to protect and improve the lives of our most vulnerable children, including those at risk 
due to family poverty and students with disabilities? Please explain your position. 
 
One of the most important “inputs” that go into educational “outcomes” is what a student shows up 
with at the schoolhouse door. An empty stomach, a broken home, a learning disability. I don’t think we 
can ever say we, as a society do “enough” for vulnerable children and those with disabilities. An answer 
that focuses solely on what the schools do is not going to be effective. It requires true community-wide 
collaboration to address these issues, and I think the Board, and its members, can play a key role in 
making sure communities come together to address these issues. 

 
8. Do you believe the legislature or the state board of education should take the lead in proposing 
major reform initiatives for public education? Please explain your position.  
 
The Board and the legislature have to work together, which they have not done a good job of lately. The 
legislature tends to act on education policy without consulting the Board, and the Board tends to be 
reactive, and to react negatively based on the perceived slight to its authority rather than to the merits 
of the proposal. What I would do differently is be proactive in communicating with the legislature, to try 
to have input on the front end of proposals, and to make the bills coming from the legislature better. 
One of the criticisms of the Alabama Accountability Act, and the proposed RAISE Act (now the PREP Act), 
was the lack of input from all stakeholders in education, particularly teachers and local school districts. I 
think the Board is uniquely situated to be a conduit for such input for the legislature, and to ensure that 
those voices are heard in the education proposals coming from the legislature. 
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9. How can you, as a state board of education member, positively impact the national view of 
Alabama’s K-12 educational system?  
 
I am a product of Alabama’s public schools (Dannelly Elementary in Montgomery, Skyland Elementary in 
Tuscaloosa, and, after a brief interlude in Georgia, Hoover High School) who was valedictorian of his high 
school class, earned an International Baccalaureate, scored a perfect 36 on the ACT, and was admitted 
to and graduated from Harvard University. I am not alone. Every year, Alabama’s public schools produce 
thousands of success stories from all across this state. I believe I am uniquely situated to sing the praises 
of Alabama’s public schools, and to highlight these success stories – from those that go to Ivy League 
schools, to those who make a difference in their community, to those who earn a certification in a high-
paying, skilled trade – and to start to positively change the perception, and the reality, of public 
education in Alabama. 


